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The Layout and Decoration at the Place of Sargon 2
Assyria was ruled by King Sargon 2 between the years of 721 and 705 BC (Collins, Baylis & Marshall, 2008). The king stayed in the palace that was full of decorations and monuments. The decorations symbolized a variety of thing in regards to the power of the King; most of the scriptures that were presented at the palace were built during the reign of king Sargon 2. Many Kings participate in the development of the palace at different cities among them being Nimrid, Nineveh, and Assur. The sculptures were made from the excavations of the modern day Khorsabad. 
Among the most prominent scriptures that was outstanding in the palace is guardian figures which protected the gates of the city as well as a citadel, the sculptures are called Lamassu (Collins, Baylis & Marshall, 2008). The Lamassu erected in the year 8Bc which represent the modern day Khorsabad Iraq. The Lamassu was a winged bull with the heads of men.  The position of the Lamassu at the gates was symbolic of the King's powers that marked the residence place of the king and the authority contained in the palace. The sculptures looked fearsome and powerful reflecting the power of the Assyrian King (Collins, Baylis & Marshall, 2008).
Additionally, the Lamassu are enormous and were crafted using a monolith stone (Collins, Baylis & Marshall, 2008).  The Lamassu were gateway figures. The crown of the Lamassu is decorated with rosettes; it also had double horns that came around towards the top center. The crown also had a ring of feathers, and the body has ringlets indicating the sense of the fur of the beast.  The legs of the Lamassu had inscriptions of cuneiform which declared the power of the King as well as the damnation for those who would threaten the King’s work.  The Lamassu was constructed for viewing from the front and the profile views all which represent that they were watching whoever entered the palace.
Additionally, at the walls of the palaces, there were relief sculptures that depicted masses transporting the Lamassu. Among other relief, sculptures were the hunting scenes and other scenes which indicated the royal power. 


References
Collins, P., Baylis, L., & Marshall, S. (2008). Assyrian palace sculptures. British Museum Press.


The 


Layout 


and


 


Decoration 


at


 


the


 


Place 


of


 


Sargon 


2


 


Name


 


Institution


 


 


 




The  Layout  and   Decoration  at   the   Place  of   Sargon  2   Name   Institution      

